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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the Junior Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family

Activity Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed at the back.

PACK FOR

Crusader Castles Junior Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Crusader Castles History Detective Pack Ages 11 to 14

Crusader Castles Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Crusader Castles Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and travellers

Crusader Castles Visit Journal Visitors of all ages

Crusader Castles Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at crusader.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Some of these places are more than 800 years old, and some questions have no single answer. Where sources
differ, we show what each one says, rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  J U N I O R  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the Crusader castle
From the Junior Topic Pack. Answers: 1. great round tower · 2. inner wall · 3. arrow loop · 4.
sloping glacis · 5. outer wall · 6. round tower · 7. gate · 8. ditch
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A castle on a rocky ridge, seen from the side. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real castle, plan, map, print or
photograph.

Word bank: arrow loop · ditch · gate · great round tower · inner wall · outer wall · round tower · sloping glacis
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The Crusader castles timeline
From 1080 to 2006

BY 1080

Brother Gerard’s monks run a hospital for pilgrims in

Jerusalem (Museum of the Order of St John)

1095 TO 1099

The First Crusade, as dated by the Old Akko timeline

(Old Akko website)

1104

Acre becomes the capital of the Crusader Kingdom

of Jerusalem, says UNESCO (UNESCO)

1113

The Church officially recognises the Hospitallers’

order (Museum of the Order of St John)

1118 TO 1119

Hugh of Payns founds the Templars, says the Temple

Church (The Temple Church)

1142

The Hospitallers’ building at Crac des Chevaliers

begins (UNESCO: 1142 to 1271) (UNESCO)

1159

Henry II gives the manor of Strood to the Templars

(English Heritage)

BY 1163

The Round Church in London is in use (The Temple

Church)

1185

The Round Church is consecrated by the patriarch

of Jerusalem (The Temple Church)

1187

Saladin defeats the Crusaders at the Battle of Hattin

(Old Akko website)

1188

Saladin takes the fortress later named after him

(ICOMOS, for UNESCO)

1191

Richard the Lionheart retakes Acre (Old Akko website)

1271

The Mamluks hold Crac des Chevaliers (ICOMOS:

1271 to 1300) (ICOMOS, for UNESCO)

1291

Acre is captured and destroyed (ICOMOS, for UNESCO)

1307 TO 1312

The suppression of the Templars, says the Temple

Church timeline (The Temple Church)

1309

The Order of St John moves to Rhodes (Museum of the

Order of St John)

1440 TO 1489

The Great Hospital in Rhodes is built (UNESCO)

1512

The Amboise Gate is built at Rhodes, with walls 12

metres thick (UNESCO)

1522

Rhodes falls after a six-month siege (UNESCO)

AFTER 1530

The Order makes Fort St Angelo its headquarters

(Heritage Malta)

1565

The Great Siege of Malta (Heritage Malta)

1566

Valletta is founded (UNESCO)

1798

The Order’s time on Malta ends when the island is

surrendered to Napoleon (Museum of the Order of St John)

2006

Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din become

a World Heritage site (UNESCO)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

The eight-pointed cross
The symbol of the Order of St John

Their symbol is a white eight-pointed cross on a black background.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or
copies of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 3 Nov 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with
its source rather than picking one.

ICOMOS evaluation for UNESCO: Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din (2006):
whc.unesco.org/archive/advisory_body_evaluation/1229.pdf
Museum of the Order of St John: History of the Order: museumstjohn.org.uk/our-
story/history-of-the-order/
Old Akko & Nazareth Development Company: Timeline: www.akko.org.il/en/timeline-
2/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Old City of Acre: whc.unesco.org/en/list/1042/
The Temple Church: The 12th Century, 1119 to 1187:
www.templechurch.com/history/the-12th-century-1119-87
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din:
whc.unesco.org/en/list/1229/

English Heritage: History of Temple Manor: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/temple-manor/history/
The Temple Church: History: www.templechurch.com/history/
ICOMOS evaluation for UNESCO: Old City of Acre (2001):
whc.unesco.org/archive/advisory_body_evaluation/1042.pdf
The Temple Church: To the End of the Templars, 1231 to 1312:
www.templechurch.com/history/to-the-end-of-the-templars-1231-1312
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Medieval City of Rhodes:
whc.unesco.org/en/list/493/
Heritage Malta: Fort St Angelo: heritagemalta.mt/explore/fort-st-angelo/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: City of Valletta: whc.unesco.org/en/list/131/

Not affiliated with UNESCO, ICOMOS, Heritage Malta, the Deputy Ministry of Tourism of Cyprus, the Jordan Tourism Board, the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, the Old
Akko & Nazareth Development Company, English Heritage, the Temple Church, the Museum of the Order of St John, St John Ambulance, any government, the UK
government or any museum. Their names, and the names of the places they look after, are used only to identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own
simplified drawings: not reconstructions, not scale plans, and not copied from any site plan, map, guidebook or photograph.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.
Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free Crusader castle facts and games: crusader.forts.im


